
WELCOME FAMILIES 
OF THE 

CLASS OF 2029



ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
● Mr. Antoine Anderson - Principal
● Ms. Joan Witkus - Assistant Principal - Instruction
● Mr. Broderick Booth - Assistant Principal - Student Services
● Mr. Tony Millard - Assistant Principal - Athletics
● Dr. Mitch Berenson - Assistant Principal - Operations
● Mr. Ernest Travis - Dean of Students
● Ms. Gianna Pigoni - Dean of Students
● Mr. Braden Kass - Dean of Students
● Mr. Charles Hinriksson - Dean of Students
● Ms. Ashley Perisee - Dean of Students
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Facility changes/updates 





EVERY student  will develop the 
competencies of a Glenbard graduate and 
create a postsecondary plan.

OUR VISION: 



● The success of EVERY student.

● Creating and fostering a safe, inclusive, and supportive 

environment for ALL students.

● Providing equitable educational opportunities for ALL 

students.

● Building the social and emotional competency in ALL 

students.

● Providing guaranteed and viable curriculum for ALL 
students.

WE ARE COMMITTED TO: 



2025-26 BELL SCHEDULE 



2025-26 BELL SCHEDULE 

Monday, Tuesday, Friday

● 43-minute periods

● 40-minute Ram Time on 
Mondays & Fridays

● Early dismissal on Tuesdays 
for teacher collaboration

● Start and end times adjusted

● 3 lunch periods: 4th, 5th, & 6th



RAM TIME HOMEROOM & SUPPORTS
• Every Monday and Friday

• Homeroom

✓ Occurs approximately ⅓ of the time
✓ Make connections/Building community & relationships
✓ Minimize instructional disruptions with required 

district/building tasks
✓ Promote continued academic and social emotional growth
✓ Acknowledge/celebrate student accomplishments

• Support Time

✓ Occurs approximately ⅔ of the time
✓ Most students will choose where they will go for support
✓ Some students may be assigned
✓ Selection will take place via the GSD87 App on iPad



Wednesday & Thursday

● Four 90-minute periods each 
day
○ Odd periods on Wednesday
○ Even periods on Thursday

● 40-minute lunch periods 
during the 3rd block each day
○ 7th period on Wednesday
○ 8th period on Thursday

2025-26 BELL SCHEDULE 



Collaboration hour 

Student Support opportunity
○ Study Hall
○ AP Cafe
○ Write Place
○ Math Support
○ Test Center
○ Meet w/Teachers
○ Late Arrival/Early Release 

(Jr/Sr only)

No Block Days

● 1st day of 
school - 8/14

● Week of Final 
Exams 
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• Importance

✓ Showing up for class matters
✓ Students can only benefit from high quality instruction when 

they are in class and on time
✓ School gets much easier the more students come to school 

instead of staying home
✓ Attending school regularly = graduating on time

• What Can You Do

✓ Make school a priority
✓ Help your student stay engaged
✓ Communicate with the school

Daily attendance 



If your child misses…. That equals…. Which is…. And over 4 years of high 
school that’s….

1 day every 2 weeks 19 days per year 4 weeks per year Nearly ½ year

1 day per week 38 days per year 8 weeks per year Nearly 1 year

2 days per week 76 days per year 15 weeks per year Over 1 ½ years

3 days per week 114 days per year 23 weeks per year Nearly 2 ½ years

How about 10 minutes late a day? Surely 
that won’t affect my child 

They are only missing 
just….

That equals…. Which is…. And over 4 years of high 
school that’s….

10 minutes per day 50 minutes per week Nearly 1 ½ weeks per year Nearly ⅕ year

20 minutes per day 1 hr 40 minutes per week Nearly 2 weeks per year Over ⅕ year

40 minutes per day Nearly ½ day per week Over 3 ¾  weeks per year Nearly ½  year

1 hour per day Nearly ¾  day per week  Nearly 5 ¾  weeks per year Over ½ year

How do Absences and Tardies Affect Your Student? 



STUDENT’s
role

DAILY 
ATTENDANCE

academic 
engagement



● Examples

○ Completing assignments
○ Participating in class activities
○ Asking questions
○ Seeking assistance when needed

Academic engagement 

● Must eliminate distractions

○ Technology
■ iPad restrictions
■ Cell phone
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Extracurricular Involvement 

30
Varsity Sports

 Freshmen Participation Initiative

60
Over

Clubs & Activities

● There is something for everyone

● All students are expected to get involved in at least 
one  extracurricular activity
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Benefits of Parent/family involvement 

achieve higher 
academic 
success

better attitudes 
toward learning

develop 
stronger social 

skills

more likely to 
graduate high 

school and 
pursue higher 

education

Students with involved parents/families:

“At the end of the day, the most overwhelming key to a child’s success is the 
positive involvement of parents.” 

- Jane D Hull



Stay informed/COMMUNICATE 

PLEASE KEEP YOUR EMAIL & PHONE NUMBER UP TO DATE IN POWERSCHOOL!

Multiple modes of communication



Powerschool app 



Get involvement 

• Athletic Boosters

• Fine Arts Boosters

• Glenbard Parent 
Series
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JOAN WITKUS - API 

Academic Engagement

➢ GPA begins now

➢ Academic Program Guidebook

➢ Academic Rigor & Support

www. glenbardeasths.org



JOAN WITKUS - API 

Advice for Students

● Build relationships 

● Plan for academic demands and manage time 

● Take advantage of academic supports and services 



JOAN WITKUS - API 

Advice for Parents

● Maintain regular communication/stay updated
○ Open House Thursday, August 28
○ October 22 & 23 Parent-Teacher 

Conferences
● Encourage extracurricular participation
● Provide a supportive home environment
● Celebrate efforts, not just results 

Glenbard East is committed to working with you
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Tony millard - APA 



Tony millard - APA 

VISION: To utilize school and sports to develop 
“WELL-ROUNDED” student-athletes and 
establish great pride in our Rams Community.

We focus on VICTORY in life; not just wins...



Tony millard - APA 

• GET INVOLVED
– 30 Sports (recently added boys lacrosse co-op and newly added girls flag football)
– (16 girls and 14 boys, includes co-ed cheer), take advantage and participate in multiple 

sports (activities), but at least find one (1) extracurricular activity that you really enjoy

• COLLEGES/JOB RECRUITERS seek out “WELL-ROUNDED” students that 
participated in extracurricular activities (rather athletics, activities or clubs) in high school 

•Athletics is an Extension of the CLASSROOM
– Weekly grade-check during the season(s) - no failing grades...there is 

PLENTY of support and academic interventions as needed



D’WAYNE BATES - APA 

• Parent Involvement: Join our Athletic Booster Club (parent rep); studies show 
parental involvement has a direct impact on athletes’ growth and overall success of 
an athletic program.  Booster Website: https://www.geramsboosters.org/ 

• FALL RED & BLACK NIGHT
– Fri Aug 22 4:30pm enjoy our Rams Scrimmage Night along with band, cheer and 

dance performances

• Communications: 
– Athletic Website:  https://schools.snap.app/glenbardeast 
– Instagram and X:  @GEHS_Athletics 

Facebook: Glenbard East Athletics

https://www.geramsboosters.org/
https://schools.snap.app/glenbardeast


Ashley Perisee, Charles Hinriksson, 
Braden Kass

Dean of students



Ashley Perisee - DEan

• Our Belief:  We believe that every student 
should have the opportunity to have a 
successful experience at Glenbard East, both 
in and out of the classroom

• Mission:  To provide the necessary supports 
for that to occur

• Goal : Minimize the amount of time a 
student is out of the classroom



Staff
• 5 - Deans
• 9 - Counselors
• 5 - Social Work Interventionists
• 2 - Psychologist Interventionists
• 2 - Nurses
• 1 - Speech and Language Pathologist
• 1 - Support Specialist

Ashley Perisee - DEan



• Student Intervention Teams (SIT)
– 1 Dean
– 2-3 Counselors
– 1 Social Workers
– 1 Psychologists
– 1 Nurse

• Wraparound Approach
– Problem solving team
– Meet weekly

PPS Structure

Ashley Perisee - DEan



Charles Hinriksson - DEan



● Under “Students” Tab

✓ Student Services

✓ Student Handbook

✓ Student Supports

✓ Tip Line 630.424.6670

✓ Student Wellness

Charles Hinriksson - DEan



Student Expectations
❖ Must have ID  

➢ To enter building and board buses
➢ To check in to various offices
➢ To check out books in library
➢ To receive/purchase lunch
➢ Serves as Activity Pass

❖ Discipline
➢ A progressive model
➢ Use of restorative practices

❖ Student Handbook
➢ Dress Code (p. A33)
➢ Electronics Policy (p. A34)
➢ Academic Supports (p. A23)
➢ Attendance (p.A40-A41)

Charles Hinriksson - DEan



Cell Phone Expectations

● While use of technology in the building is allowed and often encouraged, it should not be 
used to interfere with the educational process and/or disrupt orderly conduct within 
the building . 

● In the classroom, use of cell phones in the classroom is prohibited.  Students are expected 
to stow away cell phones, as well as earbuds/headphones, upon entering the classroom and 
keep them stowed away and out of sight until the end of the period.

● In the hallways, use of cellphones is allowed in the hallways during passing periods. Use is 
restricted to texting and listening to music (students should not be talking on the phone).

*At no time should students use cell phones to record staff, other students, or physical 
altercations.* 

Braden kass - DEan



● East is a PBIS school (Positive 
Behavioral Intervention & Supports)

● PBIS is a tier 1 (prevention / proactive) 
approach to improve school safety and 
promote positive behavior 

● Teaches students positive behavior 
strategies, just as they would teach 
about any other subject—like reading 
or math

● Helps to create an environment where 
students feel safe 

● Fosters a teaching and learning 
environment without interruption

Student Expectations

Braden kass - DEan



➔ Freshmen Reminders
◆ Tuesday, August 5th 

● Schedules, IDs (yearbook photos), PE uniforms 
and locks.

◆ Friday, August 8th (7:30am-1:30pm)
● Activities and Tour
● Link Crew Mentors (Juniors/Seniors)
● No iPad needed but have a picture of their 

schedule on their phone
◆ Includes transportation for students in northern 

boundary - Check website for times/details

Transition to High School

Braden kass - DEan
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MITCH BERENSON - APO 

● Back to School Week
● Transportation
● Food Service
● iPad/Tech Support
● Important Dates to 

Remember



Mitch Berenson  - APO

gjjjjj
● Back to School Week
● August 5th- 8-12 & 1-2:30 in the Cafeteria

❖ Students will receive their Schedule, Picture ID, & PE 
Uniform.  
August 8th- Freshman Orientation  7:30-1:30

**Schedules will have bus stop times and location.  Bus information 
can also be found in PowerSchool.

https://www.glenbardeasths.org/back-to-school-week-2025-2026/
https://www.glenbardeasths.org/freshman-orientation-parent-letter-2025-2026/


Mitch Berenson  - APO

gjjjjj
Transportation:

Safeway Bus Company 

25 Morning Bus Routes  

● Pick-up 7:00am - 7:20am
● Arrive at Glenbard East 7:35am  

Door 1
● Here Comes the Bus Flyer

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BasWXF0prNGwfflPM8rL_lGOwtdYe8IU/view?usp=drive_link


Mitch Berenson  - APO

gjjjjj
Transportation:

25 Afternoon Bus Routes  

● Students board busses on both sides of 
the building

● Route #1 - #25: North side near door #1
● Activity buses (5) at 4:30pm
● Athletic buses (3) at 6:00pm
● Friday = (3) at 5:00 pm



Mitch Berenson  - APO

gjjjjjFood Service
Healthy meals offered every school day

● Breakfast = $2.00
● Lunch = $3.50

Additional a la carte items such as chips, cookies, 
etc. will be available for purchase.

● Cash
● Pushcoin Wallet

*Students that receive free or reduced priced 
meals must accept all meal components required 
by National School Lunch Program (NSLP).



Mitch Berenson  - APO

gjjjjjiPad & Tech Support

Direct phone line for Tech Support 
(630)942-7777

iPad Helpdesk

● Staffed by 3 full-time tech support specialists
● Located on the 1st floor near the entrance to 

the Fieldhouse
● Can solve almost any iPad/connectivity 

issues



Mitch Berenson  - APO

gjjjjjImportant Upcoming Dates:

First Day of School:

● Thursday, August 14th

Parent Open House:

● Thursday, August 28th (5:45pm-8pm)

Parent Teacher Conferences:

● Wednesday & Thursday, October 22 & 23



IMPORTANT CONTACT INFORMATION

Attendance Office: (630)627-2595 - 24 hours

School Counseling Office: (630)424-7100

Athletic Office: (630)424-6700

Health Center/Nurse: (630)424-7133

Dean’s Office: (630)424-6688



Thank you! 

We are east!!


